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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 0579 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS EC 

SUBJECT: ECUADOREAN AIR FORCE REQUESTS INFORMATION AND PURCHASES: 
CHAPTER TWO 

REF: QUITO 0481 

1. SHORTLY AFTER REFTEL HAD BEEN SENT, AN OFFICER FROM THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE CAME TO THE EMBASSY AND REQUESTED THE 
RETURN OF THE MINISTER S LETTER. THE OFFICER GAVE AS 

THE REASON THE FACT THAT LETTER HAD BEEN IMPROPERLY REGISTERED, 
AND SAID HE WOULD RETURN IT AFTER THIS HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISHED. 

THE ORIGINAL OF THE LETTER WAS GIVEN TO HIM LATER THAT DAY. IT 
HAS NOT BEEN RETURNED TO US AS OF COB, JANUARY 25. 

2. COMMENT: MY GUESS, AND IT IS NO MORE THAN THAT, IS THAT 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY REALIZED A GOOF HAD BEEN MADE WHEN IT 
RECEIVED THE ORIGINAL OF THE MINISTER S LETTER AND 
SUGGESTED THAT THE COPY BE RETRIEVED FROM ME. EVENTS OF 
THE COMING WEEK MAY SHED FURTHER LIGHT ON THIS CURIOUS 
OCCURRENCE. 

BREWSTER 
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